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Characters of Charlie in ‘‘Babylon Revisited’’ and those of Emily in the ‘‘A Rose for Emily’’
Charlie in ‘‘Babylon Revisited’’ 
Both Babylon Revisited by Scott and A Rose for Emily by William remain successful stories I have read. The most typical existing similarity between the two characters and the stories is in how they exercise their past by the two authors, thus making the past one of the most important aspects in the two stories.
Staring with the Babylon Revisited story, this title concerns a protagonist-Charlie, who revisits his previous dwelling place. This makes him feel the existing difference between his present and the past. The long time has changed many things, and all he was familiar with has changed all of a sudden ad this familiar strangeness has caused the distance he perceives now. In my opinion, the past is essential when we consider two aspects here. First, the past of Charlie's life tends to give magnification to America in the year 1920s where the end of the World War 2 turned the spiritual world of many people into wastage.  The majority of the people cannot find anything significant in a world full of chaos, and all they find essential is drinking to forget all the life miseries. Then the alcohol effect is over, and they again find themselves heartbroken and sober again. Charlie's bar reminds him of how it was busy and full of orgiastic individuals once upon a time in the past. His former friends are still in his lifestyle of drunkenness. Charlie tries had enough to forget all these to start his new life, but this does not happen, and his past life comes back to his subconsciousness every now and then. Secondly, Charlie's past lifestyle still haunts him. It appears in his nightmare now and then whenever he tries to move forward. An example of this is when Lorrain and Duncan appear, thus failing to take her daughter to stay with her. In the development of Charli’s character, the past holds an upper hand over the present and thus turning Charlie’s life into a strategy.
Emily in the ‘‘A Rose for Emily’’
The past remains vital within this Gothic narrative, just as Scott in Babylon revisits it. Here, the past intensifies the horrible atmosphere. This haven protects Emily and the brake and thus hinders progress in society. As one who typically represents the past, she denies keeping pace with time. Emily closes herself in the house, she rarely contacts the world outside, and at the same time, she is not in the mood to clean the yard having the terrible smell. This is the same state her ancient house was, and she finds the place safe for her existence. Her mind lingers in the past continually. When asked for the unpaid tax by the Board of Alderman, Emily answered, "See Colonel Sartoris. I have no taxes in Jefferson."  Yet Colonel had died about ten years ago. At the end of this story, Emily slept with Homer, her lover, and she poisoned him. Homer being a representative of life and its value at present, when she kills him, she cuts tends to cut ties with her present world and existence at the moment. Nevertheless, she indeed tries all she can to reject time passage by going back to her past world and later doomed and fails in her competition with time.
In summation, in both stories, the past has had an important role in the definition of character of both Emily and Charlie. We cannot be able to deny this vital fact that, in most cases, the past can have a much stronger influence on the progress of society.
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